	Hallmarks of 21st Century Learning

	
	Example 1
	Example 2
	Example 3
	Notes and other examples

	Information
	Students access, authenticate and use information from any type of source
	Students discuss, debate and demonstrate validity of information sources
	Students contribute to the world’s body of knowledge
	

	Authorship and Creativity
	Student writing is prolific and published
	Students use visual media, podcasting, audio and other forms of idea expression
	Students create tangible products such as in robotics, industrial arts, engineering, etc.
	

	Participation
	Students can use an array of modes to participate in learning with classmates
	Student learning networks include people outside the classroom
	Student involvement is not limited by time or space
	

	Digital Citizenship
	Students demonstrate a respect for intellectual property and privacy
	Students protect personal identities and stay safe online
	Students prepare to enter a global marketplace through interactivity on a global scale
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There is a difference between integrating technology and truly transforming learning.  Technology integration at its lowest level can merely be an automation of standard practices.  While time-saving and engagement are good things, the real goals we should be seeking are to see our teaching and learning transformed to meet the literacy requirements of the 21st Century.  This guide is intended to help you identify the difference between just automating with technology and truly transforming learning into something new.  The more indicators you find in a presentation, the stronger the session.   –Dan Maas, Mike Porter, Randy Stall and Dana Levesque of Littleton Public Schools.
Web 2.0 freebies

Web 2.0 refers to an interactive Internet and sites are often free for use at schools.  Here’s a list to whet your appetite:

	Web site
	Function
	What it is and a way to use it

	www.blogger.com
www.livejournal.com 
	Blogging
	Convert your newsletter to interactive by taking each article and making it a blog post.  Now people who read your article can leave comments and spark conversation.  You’ll know what people think as a result!

	www.wordpress.com
www.thoughts.com 
	Blogging
	Same kind of service as described above.  A teacher can frame the essential question of the day and students can then engage in dialog via text.  The shy students who won’t raise their hands in class will chime in and conversation about the question will spill beyond the time constraints of the class.

	www.coveritlive.com
	Live Blogging
	Since this tool automatically refreshes itself, use this kind of blog to post a question or topic of debate and people inside and/or outside the room can engage in a blog debate in real time.  

	www.ustream.tv
www.mebeam.com 
	Live Video Streaming
	Setup a web cam and a good microphone onto an online PC and you have an instant broadcast TV station.  Embed the streaming video feed into any web page and people can “tune-in” to your show over the web.  This tool has archive features too.  Imagine your next theatre performance streamed from your school home page!

	http://docs.google.com
www.zoho.com 
	Web-based office software
	Think of Word, Excel and Power Point in a web page.  Not only can you write your document and save it on the web so you can access it anywhere no matter what, but you can share the document and co-author with others.  Imagine your meeting agenda that everyone can directly edit… no more sending reminders and collecting agenda items.  Just share a Google Doc and presto: collaboration.

	www.gaggle.net
www.epals.com 
	Student email
	Teacher-controlled email enables a school to offer free email accounts to students while also assuring the oversight that many parents expect.  Control messages by limiting who can send and receive and provide students with email filtering.

	http://picasaweb.google.com
	Online slide shows
	Upload your digital pictures and create a slide show that can easily be embedded into a web page.  With comment features, this tool can help a teacher spark conversations like a blog but using digital images.

	www.zoomerang.com
www.surveymonkey.com 
	Online surveys
	Online polls usually gather data in 48 hours.  Survey your staff, community and students but avoid the headache of tabulating the results yourself.   Advanced analysis usually requires a subscription. 

	www.google.com/a/
	Web site hosting
	Google now provides a free (to schools) opportunity to build and host your own web site.  Imagine a web site with pre-designed templates and modules that with only a little help allows you to build a professional and interactive web site.  No software required, no servers to install and backed up by Google’s world-wide infrastructure.

	www.textmarks.com
	Group texting
	Allows free group distribution of text messages.  Imagine offering your parents a free enrollment link to get your text-message alerts.  A school principal could offer important alerts or a football coach could broadcast important time changes.  The service is self-registration which means no technical support needed from you.


This list is just a beginning… get out there and explore!  -Dan Maas CASE President 2007-2008
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