MONDAY MODELS: TECHNOLOGY IN THE WRITING PROCESS: TOP STRATEGIES!

Prewriting: Good writers plan and sketch out their thoughts. Use the graphic organizer functions in
Office products such as Excel, PowerPoint and Word to quickly plan a writing exercise. The advantage
for kids is that it eliminates the barrier of a blank page! In Office 2007, select Insert>Smart Art> Choose
the logical connection. Some ideas: Characters in an org. chart, water cycles, cause and effect in science,
food pyramid, cluster of character traits for fiction writing, Venn diagram for compare/contrast. The list
is endless! This is a powerful tool to get writers goingt it provides structure and the beginnings of their
content.
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Drafting: Good writers get content down in the writing process and worry about fine details later. Some
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Change how Word corrects and formats text as vou type:
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When correcting spelling and grammar in Word

Check spelling as you type

Use coptextual spelling

kark grammar errors as you type
Check grammar with spelling
Show readability statistics

Writing Style: | Grammar Cnly m

[ Recheck Document ]

Exceptions for: @J FMonday Maodels M

Hide spelling errors in this document only

|:| Hide grammar errars in this document anly

Peer ReviewSome really fun, easy and very effective ways to have kids work together is with peer
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drafts. Some ideas: Color coding. Done with the highlighter tool. Assign colors for strong verbs,

powerful sentences, great details, topic sentences, etc. Assign colors for problem areas. On the Home

tab.
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The insert comment is your digital yellow sticky note. Word choice, revised sentences, editorial
comments, suggested directionst £ £ 2 F GKS&S 62NJ] NBFffe 5Sff
easyt use the Review tab (that makes sense) and select the sticky note icon. That makes sense!
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Self Review Conduct an auto summary on your own document. Does it read like you intended your
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auto-summarizer, select:;

(Da
1. Click the Microsoft Office Button “** , and then click Word Options.

2. Click Customize.
3. In the list under Choose commands from, click All Commands.
4, Scroll through the list of commands until you see AutoSummary Tools.

5. Click AutoSummary Tools, and then click Add.

Select text, then hit the auto summary wizard. Play with the optionst which is best for your kids.

Have students write why they do or do not agree with the summary. Have students determine why

their essay was summarized as such.
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Likewise, students can conduct a readability Yy f @ aA & 2y GKSANI 26y NRGAY IO

the Office Button>Word Options>Proofing>Select Readability Statistics. Run a grammar check and

see the results. Also, note grammar rules are explained online!



Readability Statistics
Counts
Words G2
Characters 2648
Paragraphs 14
Sentences 48
Averages
Sentences per Paragraph 4.0
Words per Sentence 10.4
Characters per Word 4.3
Readability
Passive Sentences 5%
Flesch Reading Ease 67.8
Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level

Detailed text analysis can be achieved by using text-to-table. This powerful method breaks up
dense blocks of text and invites close inspection. Select a paragraph and then: Insert Table>Convert

Text to table. Follow directions below explicitly.
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about repeated words? Sentence beginnings?



PeerReview: Some really fun, easy and very effective ways to have kids work togetheris with peer
review

Students benefit from reading other's work, and students have more sets of eyes on their drafts
Someideas: Color coding

Done with the highlighter tool

Assign colors for strongverbs, powerful sentences, great details, topicsentences, etc

Assign colors for problem areas

Onthe Home tab

Nextt finding writing partners!

www. ePals.com

Welcome to the Internet's largest global community of connected classrooms! SignIn [ Sign Up
Safely connect, collaborate and learn using our leading protected email and blog solutions for schools and districts

Connecting over 135,045 classrooms globally!

Search for Classrooms

Search by Map
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ePals — The home for meaningful learnir
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Next, holding conferences with your writing partners from the other side of the word, free.
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Video conferencing, anyone? Free.



E General

Video Settings: set up your webcam
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Finally, assessment.

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php

Create a Rubric

Choose a Topic below to create a new rubiric based on a template:

Research & Writing
6+1 Trait Writing Model

Book Jacket Report

Group Planning -- Research
Project

Letter-Writing

North Carolina Writing Rubric
for Content and Conventions

Persuasive Essay

If you don't like the text in the bo
the text box below to rename a cat
new catsgory name.

VE, YOU can use
ory or fypeina

“ou may add or medify centent in the rubric text

boxes to the right:

well-focused topic. Main
idea stands cut and is
supported by detailed
information.

the supporting
information is general.

clear but there iz a
need for more
supporting information.

Research Report
Story Writing
Easy to build this!
Category: |+ 3 2 E
| Focus on Topic (Content) [i" There is one clear, Main idea is clear but Main idea is somewhat The main idea is not

clear. There is a
zeemingly random
collection of
information.

Reset

Reset

| Adding Personality (Voice) ( [i"

If you don't like the text in the box above, you can use
the text box below to rename a category oriypeina
new catsgory name.

“ou may add or medify centent in the rubric text
boxes to the right:

The writer seems to be
writing from knowledge
or experience. The
auther has taken the
ideas and made them
"his own."

The writer seems to be
drawing on knowledge
or experience, but
there is some lack of
ownership of the topic.

The writer relates some
of hiz own knowledge
or experience, but it
adds nothing to the
dizcussion of the topic.

The writer has not tried
to transform the
informaticn in a
personal way. The
ideas and the way they
are expressed seem to
belong to someone
elze.
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